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On 18 June 2014, the 

Ukrainian Think Tanks 

Liaison Office, in 

Brussels in cooperation 

with the Centre for 

European Policy Studies 

(CEPS) and the Reforms 

Support Centre to the 

Cabinet of Ministers of 

Ukraine, and supported 

by the International 

Renaissance Foundation 

and the Mission of 

Canada to the European 

Union organised a 

conference on the 

common efforts of the 

Ukrainian government 

and civil society to launch a reforms agenda for the country. The event attracted about 90 participants – 

representatives of think tanks and political foundations, EU officials, diplomats from EU Member States, journalists.  

The co-organisers of the event welcomed the 

participants. Steven Blockmans, Head of the EU 

Foreign Policy Unit of CEPS, emphasised that, 

while the war rages on, important initiatives are 

taken to reform the constitutional set-up, laws 

and procedures so as to enable a more 

democratic, prosperous and stable Ukraine to 

emerge from the crisis. Alain Hausser, Deputy 

Head of the Mission of Canada to the EU, noted 

that Canada is one of the strongest international 

supporters of Ukraine, providing diplomatic, 

political and financial support to its domestic 

reforms. Olena Prystayko, Head of the Ukrainian 

Think Tanks Liaison Office in Brussels, said that representatives of different expert and business communities and 

initiatives of Ukraine took part at today’s conference to present their common efforts with the Ukrainian 

government to launch reforms in the country. 
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Representatives of the experts’ groups represented their initiatives: Dmytro Kotlyar, Leading expert of the anti-

corruption group of the “Reanimation Package of Reforms” Initiative, described the emergence of the Initiative at 

the height of Euromaidan protests; its goal to advocate for immediate specific systemic reforms needed by Ukraine; 

and the organisation of the work of 200+ experts through thematic priority and reform working groups. He explained 

that two Initiative’s platforms cooperate with the Government (in particular, with Reforms Support Centre to the 

Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine) and the Parliament (with inter-fraction union “Platform of Reforms”) through 

regular meetings and joint legislative drafting. Recent successes included adoption of the laws on public broadcasting 

and on public procurement, on restoring confidence in the judiciary, access to public information, and others. He 

emphasised that the Initiative was a grassroots, democratic, non-profit, self-organised movement, which also 

engaged local expertise from the regions and cities around the country.  Dmytro Shulga, Director of the European 

Programme, International Renaissance Foundation noted that a large community of experts was heavily involved in 

discussing and pushing for reforms in Ukraine at all levels. He addressed a number of the largest initiatives, including: 

the Reanimation Package of Reforms, the Ukrainian Think Tanks Liaison Office in Brussels, the Strategic Advisers 

Group, the Civic Constitutional Commission, and the work of strong Business Associations. He stressed that, in 

contrast to the Orange Revolution, this time the civil society had no illusions about the capacity of the authorities to 

introduce reforms and that the civil society was not expecting but pushing them “to do miracles” in reforming the 

country. He voiced the major request of the civil society to the EU to be included in communication with the 

government and discussion of reform agendas. Olena Prystayko addressed the objectives of the Ukrainian Thinks 

Tanks Liaison Office in Brussels: to consolidate Ukrainian think tank community at the European level to provide 

information and expertise to EU institutions and Brussels public so as to form and impact EU policies towards 

Ukraine. She described the structure and the work of the Office and invited European think tanks, international 

organisations and media to cooperate.   

The first panel concentrated on the efforts of 

reanimation of the economy and fighting corruption 

and was moderated by Dmytro Shulga.  

Taras Kachka, Vice-Chair, American Chamber of 

Commerce in Ukraine, focused on economic and 

regulatory reforms. He noted the positive anticipations 

of the business community and its satisfaction with the 

result-oriented work of the new government, despite 

the drastic devaluation of currency and long-lasting 

recession. He addressed the main successes (public 

procurement law, the law 1193, laws on 

standardisation, food safety) and challenges (the need for external stimulus, the risk of “reformatory chaos”, 

corruption, enforcement and institutional reforms). He stated that, curiously, trade with both the EU and Russia was 

better than expected.  

Dmytro Kotlyar focused on the reform agenda in the area of anti-corruption. He stressed that the main problem was 

not the legislation but its enforcement. He addressed the Anti-Corruption Action Plan and its efforts to target the 

weak institutional set-up, stimulate political will to fight corruption and push for criminal law measures to prosecute 

corrupt officials. He said that during RPR work some progress had been achieved in the process of fighting 

corruption, namely adoption of the anti-corruption law and law on public procurement. He encouraged the EU to 

attach specific conditions and benchmarks in all agreements and financial aid to the Ukrainian government and check 

fulfilment of the taken obligations.  

In the Q&A session, the audiences raised questions about: strict EU conditionality in the current difficult context; 

Ukraine’s plans regarding the Customs Union (which unites Russia, Kazakhstan and Belarus); Ukraine’s trade with 

Russia; WTO disputes; problem of coordination and duplication avoidance given the large number of civil society 

reform initiatives; parliamentary elections; and prospects for transformation of Ukrainian industry.    
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The second panel was devoted to constitutional, 

judicial and decentralisation reforms and was 

moderated by Steven Blockmans.  

Yuriy Hanushchak, Adviser to the Minister of 

Regional Development and Construction of 

Ukraine, focused on the recently adopted 

Concept of local government reform and 

administrative-territorial reform. He addressed 

the main challenges in this field: the preservation 

of rural communities; the complexity of the 

current administrative-territorial system; and the 

need for decentralisation as a division of tasks 

and competences between state and local 

authorities and between different levels of local authorities. He described the adopted vision for reorganising the 

admin-territorial system, which will be similar to that in France. He emphasised that federalisation was not an 

option.   

Oksana Syroid, Director of the Ukrainian Legal Foundation, focused on the constitutional reform and the crisis of 

legitimacy of the Constitution given non-public, non-transparent and often abusive amendments made previously to 

the Constitution. She emphasised that the Constitution needs further reform, in a public and credible process. She 

described the efforts in this field under the new Government and President and concluded that the lack of 

transparency remained a big problem. She stressed that external pressure, whether from Russia or from the West, 

was unacceptable and that Ukraine had sufficient intellectual authority and experience to manage the task, with the 

help of the Venice Commission, if necessary. In the Q&A session, the audience raised questions about: the land 

restitution; the choice for a French instead of the Polish decentralisation model for Ukraine; the division of fiscal 

competences; and decentralised application of language laws.   

The third panel gave the word to representatives of 

the Ukrainian government and the EU and was 

moderated by Olena Prystayko.   

Nadiya Tsok, Deputy Head of the Mission of Ukraine 

to the EU, spoke about the dialogue between the EU 

and the new Ukrainian authorities and the 

intermediate and final arrangements between them.  

She said that both sides were preparing for a full 

signature of the Association Agreement, making 

necessary changes in the institutional structures. 

She emphasised the stronger Ukrainian negotiation 

position in the gas trade with Russia due to support 

of the European Union.   

Philippe Cuisson, Deputy Head of the Support Group for Ukraine, DG Trade, European Commission, highlighted the 

unprecedented nature of the Support Group (Ukraine being a first non-member of the EU for whom such group was 

created), explained the provisional application of the Association Agreement and the ratification process to follow, 

and spoke on the invalidity of Russia’s claims about the Association Agreement with a DCFTA as an EU project to 

antagonise Russia. He concluded by saying that currently there was a third momentum for Ukraine’s integration with 

the EU – and it was up to Ukraine to seize it.   

In the Q&A session, the audiences raised questions about: capacity-building programmes for Ukraine’s civil society; 

sufficiency of the financial support to Ukraine; a strategy for dealing with Russia; Russia’s soft power in Ukraine; 

possible military and technical support of the EU to Ukraine; the gas war and the future of Southstream.  


