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On the 4th of November 2014, Ukrainian 

Think Tanks Liaison Office in cooperation 

with the Wilfried Marten’s Centre for 

European Studies and Pact Ukraine 

organized a discussion “Assessing the 

Parliamentary Elections: Has Euromaidan 

Transformed the Ukrainian Political 

Landscape?” with three newly elected 

members of the Verkhovna Rada.  

Panellists shared their views, among others, 

on the ability and willingness of the new 

Parliament to push forward the necessarily 

reforms, the differences of the new 

Verkhovna Rada to the previous ones, what 

does the new composition of the 

Parliament mean for Ukraine, domestically 

and externally, and whether the EU is ready 

to support Ukraine on its path of European integration.  

A welcoming word was given by Roland Kovats, 

President of Pact Ukraine, one of the 

organizations that helped to make this conference 

a reality. Mr. Kovats pointed out that Ukraine has 

a very vivid civil society and it is, without a doubt, 

a European country. The proof of this is how 

passionately Ukrainians defend their right to be a 

sovereign and independent country. Mr. Kovats 

was also positive about the ability of the new 

Parliament to pass the necessary reforms. He 

encouraged new parliamentarians, former civil rights activists, to continue to work with the 

grassroots.  



2 
 

Svitlana Kononchuk - Ukrainian political analyst and Head of 

Programme at the Ukrainian Center for Independent Political 

Research in Kyiv, is also sure that this Parliament will deliver the 

results, and the reason for this is societal radicalization. People 

have very high expectations of the new powers and the elections 

were won by the parties which promised fast changes. However, 

there are certain factors that will be in the way of the reform 

process. First of all, Ukrainian society is divided, believes expert. 

There are still people in Ukraine that are determinant to preserve pro-

Russian views. This is the first hinder of the reforms.  The second factor is 

presence of the populist forces inside the Parliament. They will be causing 

trouble, even if their numbers are small.   

Svilana Zalishchuk – member of the Verkhovna Rada from Petro 

Poroshenko’s Bloc also agrees that the new Parliament will be able to 

deliver changes that people demand. On top of the reasons mentioned by 

Ms. Kononchuk, she added that 54% of the parliamentarians are newly 

elected and 30% are under 35. This is a very positive development as the 

young people do not share the nostalgia for the times of the Soviet Union. 

Ms. Zalishchuk also gave tips for a successful Parliament’s term. They are leadership, responsibility 

and criticism. The parties must be united in order to achieve reforms, they must be responsible and 

at the same time open to the public about what they are doing. On this front, Ms. Zalishchuk, 

already sees positive changes. The coalition agreement, for the first time in the history of 

independent Ukraine, is being negotiated in the open, under public’s scrutiny. Finally, as a journalist, 

she believes that criticism is a very important factor for the success. Ukraine has one of the strongest 

civil societies on the post-Soviet space and it is the criticism from the civil society sector and not only 

that helps Ukraine to move forward and to demand fulfilment of the rights of the people. Politicians 

must be open to criticism.                                                         

Hanna Hopko - member of the Verkhovna Rada from Self-Reliance 

Party  (Samopomich Party) shared her views on the war in the East of 

Ukraine, the role of Europe in its resolution and which aspects of the 

current corrupted and dysfunctional political and economic systems 

need to be addressed firsthand. Ms. Hopko pointed out some 

positive changes that have been happening in the Ukrainian society 

despite the conflict in the East. First of all, the communists did not 

make it to the Parliament. Second, Ukraine is finally united and the 

people have clearly chosen to continue to move on the path of the 

European integration. However, the challenges that lie ahead are 

tremendous. For example, Ukrainian oligarchs, who are not 

interested in changing the system that favours their businesses and 

allows for the continuation of their monopolies. As a solution to this 

problem, Ms. Hopko sees a need to build a strong middle class. 

Furthermore, deregulation, decentralization, fight against corruption and inefficient bureaucracy, 

improvement of business access, and making Ukraine attractive for foreign investors – all of these 

are the tasks of the new Parliament and this is something that will be established in the coalition 

agreement.  

When it comes to the war in the East, Ms. Hopko, stressed that the “fight that Putin started against 

Ukraine, is a fight against the whole civilized world. It is not just the battle for Ukraine’s future. It is 
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the battle for the world’s future”. It is very important for Ukrainians to feel the support of the West 

in this fight. 

Alona Shkrum – member of the Verkhovna Rada, All-Ukrainian Union 

"Batkivshchyna” sees major differences in the new Parliament 

compared to the previous one. It is the first strongly pro-European 

Parliament and it has a lot of new faces. She stressed the need to give 

a room to the new people in the Ukrainian politics. Ms. Shkrum 

herself started the movement “Western Educated Professionals for 

the Ukrainian Government”, encouraging Ukrainian government to 

employ highly qualified experts with Western education and work 

experience. “Batkivshchyna” was the first party to accept this 

proposal and Ms. Shkrum was given a place on the party list. Such 

fast promotion within party hierarchy is possible only in the times of 

transition, believes  

Ms. Shkrum. New member of the Parliament sees herself working on 

the judicial reform. She will demand harder qualification exam and age increase for the judges. 

Furthermore, there is a need to develop a long term plan for Crimea and Eastern Ukraine, 

reintegration of Donbass and protection of the rights of the internally displaced people. Ms. Shkrum 

hopes that the West is ready to help Ukraine with these challenges. It must be noted that all of the 

panellists asked for the support of the EU and the world in the fight against Russian aggression and 

implementation of the reforms 

Andrej Plenkovic – member of the European 

Parliament and Head of the European Parliament 

Observer Mission to Ukraine, assured 

parliamentarians that support will be there. 

Ukraine is clearly the victim of Russian aggression 

and we are ready to support reform agenda, noted 

Mr. Plenkovic. Also now, after the Provisional 

application of important parts of the EU-Ukraine 

Association Agreement began on the 1st of 

November, the quality of the cooperation between 

EU and Ukraine will reach new level. However, there are certain 

expectations from the new Ukrainian Parliament.  Ukraine needs very 

solid coalition that would unite around the common project to 

undertake the reforms. Mr. Plenkovic warned the newly elected 

members of the Verkhovna Rada that they do not have a luxury of 

missing this chance because all of the conditions for reforms and 

transformations are there.  

Ambassador of Ukraine to NATO and Ambassador Extraordinary and 
plenipotentiary of Ukraine to the Kingdom of Belgium and the Grand 
Duchy of Luxembourg - Ihor Dolhov stressed that we should not forget 
the Ukrainians of Crimea and we must always protect their rights. 
Furthermore, the new Parliament has to be open and frank with the 
population when it comes to the harmful reforms. Nothing should be 
hidden from the public. Finally, the motivation of Russian aggression is 

crystal clear – Putin did not want Ukraine to approach Europe. In a way he managed to do this, 
because the war distracted us from the reform process. 
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Final remarks were given by Dr. Olena Prystayko, Executive 

Director of Ukrainian Think Tanks Liaison Office in Brussels. 

Ms. Prystayko summarized most important points that were 

given during the discussion. We are running out of time, 

that’s why the Verkhovda Rada has to respond to the 

challenges now. There is also a necessity to have a 

constructive dialogue between the President and the 

Parliament, if we want effective implementation of reforms. 

But most of all Ukrainian society must be included in this 

process. Finally, Ukraine should not be left alone during this 

very challenging reformation period. It is a task of the 

international community to support the battle for values and dignity that Ukraine is currently 

fighting.                                                   

 

 


