
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening session 

“Ukraine fortunately is not fighting along 

for its future” - Vasyl Khymynets  

 

 

First panel 
“Two main threats to reforms in Ukraine: 

corruption and oligarchs” -                                                                    
Taras Shevchenko 

The conference in Berlin was held within the framework of the Office’s project, 

which aims to strengthen the presence of the topic of Ukraine in the 

information space of the EU member states, enabling Ukrainian and European 

experts, EU officials and representatives of Ukrainian authorities to give an 

expert opinion about the processes taking place in Ukraine. In December 2014, 

the Office focused on Western European capitals - Paris, Berlin and Brussels. 

The next step is Eastern and Southern Europe. 

Report 

Ukrainian experts: time for reforms is running out 

On the 15th December 2014, Ukrainian Think Tanks Liaison Office in Brussels in 

cooperation with the Democracy Reporting International and Taras Shevchenko 

National University of Kyiv, supported by the U.S. Mission to the EU, the 

European Endowment for Democracy, the International "Renaissance" 

Foundation, the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Heinrich Boell 

Foundation organized the conference "From Revolution to Reform: key 

priorities and next steps for Ukraine." 

In his opening remarks, Vasyl Khymynets, Minister-Counsellor, Deputy Head of 

Embassy of Ukraine, noted that today Ukraine is not fighting alone. Ralf Fücks, 

President, Heinrich Böll Foundation, presented the work of his Foundation on 

Ukraine's democratic development and noted that the EU had the right to  

demand reforms from the Ukrainian government, but it must also be willing to 

offer an adequate prospects for the future. Michael Meyer-Resende, Executive 

Director of Democracy Reporting International, welcomed the participants and 

pointed out the importance of supporting reforms agenda in Ukraine. 

The first panel dealt with the question of political reforms: state of play, main 

challenges and next steps. 

Taras Shevchenko, Member of the Board, Reanimation Package of Reforms, 
and Director of Media Law Institute raised the question, how can you measure 
the success of reforms? He sees positive developments in the speed of adoption 
of laws in Ukraine but stresses that their implementation is very weak. After 
Euromaidan there was a lot of time to initiate reforms, therefore expectations 
of society in Ukraine are extremely high. The biggest drawback of the current 
Ukrainian government is the lack of an actual fight against corruption and 
absence of actions directed at punishing criminals. The expert supported EU’s 
position on demanding reforms from the Ukrainian authorities. Civil society in 
Ukraine joins these demands and is prepared to control their fulfilment. He also 
stressed that the government had no clear plan for reform. He identified two 
main threats for reforms in Ukraine: corruption (and failure to combat it), and 
oligarchs (and remaining government’s dependence on them). The main 
difference between the Ukrainian society today and the one after the the 

Conference "From Revolution to Reforms: Top Priorities and Next Steps for 
Ukraine.", 15 December 2014, Berlin 



12/15/2014 

 

Page 2 

 

"Within the next 3 months the Ukrainian 

authorities have to take concrete actions 

and show progress in key areas"- 

Charlotte Sammelin 

 

“Thematic working groups on important 

reforms should be established in the 

Ukrainian Parliament" – Nataliya 

Agafonova 

 

 

“Today, the importance lies not in the 

production of plans but in reaching 

consensus on priority reforms and the 

timing of their implementation” – 

Oleksandr Sushko 

 

 

"Ukrainian Parliament must engage the 

expert opinion in its work"  - Nataliya 

Agafonova  

 

 

“Fundamental reforms for Ukraine: reform 

of public administration, decentralization 

and judicial reform” – Ihor Koliushko 

 

 

 

“It is the time to act. People in Ukraine are 

ready to act, not just to wait for reforms”- 

Oleksandr Sushko    

Orange Revolution in 2004, lies in the absence of illusions about power and 
readiness to control the work of authorities, believes Mr. Shevchenko. 
 
Nataliya Agafonova, member of the Parliament of Ukraine, noted that civil 
society in Ukraine had assumed responsibility for the fate of the country. The 
most active part of it entered the Parliament. Positive developments include: 
fast formation of coalition, acceptance of coalition agreement and rapid 
appointment to senior positions in the Parliament and the government. 
Government’s Program is a political document that will be reinforced with 
action plans of each ministry. Civil society should be actively included in the 
work of the Parliament and thematic working groups, on specific areas of 
reforms, should be established in the Parliament. “Today, all conditions for 
reforms are present in Ukraine”, concluded Mrs. Agafonova. 
 
Charlotte Sammelin, Member of the Support Group for Ukraine, European 

Commission,  mentioned systemic reforms which Ukraine needs today: 

constitutional reform, decentralization, reform of law enforcement and the 

fight against corruption. She noted that different parts of the Ukrainian 

authorities should work together, otherwise they will fail. One single action plan 

must be developed because it is impossible to work on various uncoordinated 

plans. Action Programme of the Government and the Parliament should be 

clear and Ukrainian citizens should be well informed about the government's 

plans. Mrs. Sammelin stressed that over the next three months Ukrainian 

government should take concrete steps and demonstrate progress in key areas.  

Ihor Koliushko, Head of the Center for Political and Legal Reform and Ukrainian 
Think Tanks Liaison Office in Brussels, has put the fundamental question, 
whether it is possible to carry out reforms in the time of the war. Mr. Koliushko 
noted that priority should be reforms aimed at strengthening trust and 
cooperation between government and citizens. The expert said that the 
Ukrainian people are willing to endure hardship if they see that Ukraine, thanks 
to the government’s actions, moves towards democracy and justice. The energy 
of the masses, which originated in Euromaidan has not disappeared, and now 
democracy and justice are benchmarks for millions of Ukrainian. The expert has 
identified three priority areas for reform: reform of public administration 
(including executive agencies), decentralization and judicial reform. If these 
reforms are not undertaken, Ukraine awaits total disbelief and a complete 
distrust in the authorities. Under such conditions Ukraine can become an easy 
prey for external enemies. Today, Ukraine has every opportunity to avoid this 
scenario: constitutional, pro-European majority in Parliament, drafted bills and 
public support for the government. “The coming months will show the ability of 
the authorities to reform”, - added Mr. Koliushko. 
 
Oleksandr Sushko, Scientific Director, Institute for Euro-Atlantic Cooperation, 
presented the work of Strategic Advisory Groups (SAGs) that gathers the best 
Ukrainian and international experts from various fields. SAGs are supported by 
the International "Renaissance" Foundation. He noted that all of the key 
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Second panel 

 
“If an agreement, about decentralisation, 

between the Prime Minister and the 

President is not reached by the end of 

2014, there will be no reform” - Yuriy 

Hanushchak 

 
 

“The coming months will show the ability 

of the authorities to reform” – Ihor 

Koliushko 

 
 

 
 Olena Prystayko, Executive Director of the Office 

 
“Ukraine is yet to surprise everyone, first 

of all, herself” – Olena Prystayko 

 
                                              

 

reforms had already been drafted. Now it is the time for their implementation. 
The demand of the society for a consistent implementation of reforms is 
extremely high, and people in Ukraine are ready to act, not just to wait for 
reforms. Today, the importance lies not in the production of plans but in 
reaching consensus on priority reforms and the timing of their implementation. 

“The reform of the state apparatus іs crucial for all sectoral reforms" – believes 

Mr. Sushko. 
 
The second panel tackled decentralisation and involvement of youth in reform 

process.  

Yuriy Hanushchak, Expert, Reanimation Package of Reforms, criticized the 

current system of local government and informed the audience about past 

attempts to reform the system. He said that Ukraine had reached a critical point 

and the solution of this problem can no longer be postponed. The expert noted 

that if an agreement, about decentralisation, between the Prime Minister and 

the President is not reached by the end of 2014 there will be no reform. Vadim 

Miskyi, Expert, Reanimation Package of Reforms, Center UA, supported the 

position of his colleague and emphasized the need to decentralise the country. 

He noted that: first reform of local governance and administrative systems 

should be performed before the local elections in October 2015; secondly, the 

overall system of local elections should be changed; third, citizens should be 

taught how to use a new electoral law; fourth, the civil society should monitor 

local authorities. 

Sofiia Khryshtal, winner of the student essay competition, drew attention to 

the critical role of young people in the current processes. She is convinced that 

today's youth is different to the youth of the past because of its active civic 

stands and willingness to work for the benefit of the country. Mykola 

Gnatovsky, associate professor of the Institute of International Relations, Taras 

Shevchenko National University of Kyiv, also noted the need to attract young 

people in the reform process.  

In her closing remarks, Olena Prystayko, Executive Director, Ukrainian Think 

Tanks Liaison Office in Brussels, said that Ukraine was fighting on two fronts and 

in this fight the county cannot be left on her own. With fighting for the 

territories, Ukraine is fighting for the right to determine her own future. The 

fight inside the country means a struggle with own "demons": corruption, 

oligarchy, ineffective public administration. Ukraine should take full 

responsibility, but it needs constant assistance and attention of the world. Ms. 

Prystayko urged participants to keep being interested in Ukraine because the 

country is yet to surprise everyone, first of all, herself.  

 


