
  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                                    
 

 

 

 

 

 “The fate of the democratic future is being 

decided in Ukraine, and civil society is a key 

agent of reforms” - Yevhen Bystrytsky 

 

 

 

The conference in Paris was held within the framework of the Office’s 

project, which aims to strengthen the presence of the topic of Ukraine in the 

information space of the EU member states, enabling Ukrainian and 

European experts, EU officials and representatives of Ukrainian authorities 

to give an expert opinion about the processes taking place in Ukraine. In 

December 2014, the Office focused on Western European capitals - Paris, 

Berlin and Brussels. The next step is Eastern and Southern Europe. 

Report 
 
The key to reforms: single strategy, a vibrant civil society, modern thinking 

and common work 

On the 9th December, Ukrainian Think Tanks Liaison Office in Brussels in 

cooperation with SciencesPo/Centre national de la recherché scientifique 

(CERI) with support of the European Endowment for Democracy, U.S. Mission 

to the EU and International Renaissance Foundation organized a conference 

“The Challenge of Reforming Ukraine”. Ukrainian experts and representative 

of the Support Group for Ukraine, European Commission, spoke at the 

conference. They presented the picture of today’s Ukraine and the steps that 

are to be taken on the path of reforms. The conference attracted around 100 

participants: researchers, representatives of diplomatic representations, 

journalists, activists and students.  

*** 

Olena Prystayko, Executive Director of the Ukrainian Think Tanks Liaison 

Office in Brussels and Jerzy Pomianowski, Executive Director of the European 

Endowment for Democracy greeted the audience in their welcoming 

speeches. Ms. Prystayko said that it was the first time the Office was 

organizing such conference outside of Brussels and more events were 

planned to take place in other European capitals. Mr. Pomianowski presented 

the work of his organization. He stressed the need of international partners 

to support NGO’s in Ukraine, as they play a major role in the process of 

democratization of Ukraine.  

Yevhen Bystrytsky, Executive Director, International Renaissance Foundation 

gave an overview of the situation in Ukraine after Euromaidan, paying close 

attention to the civil society. He stressed that the democratic future was 

being decided in Ukraine and civil society was a key agent of reforms. 

Euromaidan demonstrated the capability of Ukrainian people to organize 

themselves and the activism did not end after Maidan. Today volunteers 

serve as mediators between people in need - internally displaced, wounded, 

families of missing soldiers, and the bureaucrats who are incapable of 

responding to the needs of the citizens. Among many initiatives of the civil 

Conference “The Challenge of Reforming Ukraine”, 9 December 2014, Paris 
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“The most important challenge is to 

transform the energy of the civil society into 

good governance and to push for reforms”- 

Oleksandr Sushko  

 

 

 

“Ukraine is a capable country with modern 
thinking and young people who want to 

contribute to the reforms”- Charlotte 
Sammelin 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

“Putin is fighting not for the territory of 
Ukraine, he is fighting against its statehood, 

the European integration and an idea that 
Ukraine could become an example for 

Russia”– Ihor Koliushko  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

society, Mr. Bystrytsky pointed out Reanimation Package of Reforms (RPR), a 

movement that united experts in different fields and produced a vision and 

strategy for reforms.  

Oleksandr Sushko, Scientific Director, Institute for Euro-Atlantic 

Cooperation, concentrated in his speech on post - electoral political situation 

and analysed which laws have already been passed during this year. The 

positive factor is the presence of the newcomers in the Parliament because 

they are an additional layer of checks and balances, believes speaker. 

However, one has to be cautious and remember that the risk of competition, 

between President Poroshenko and Prime – minister Yatsenyuk, is high. The 

speaker summarized some important steps that have been already taken on 

the path of reforms. First of all, adoption of anti-corruption legislation, 

second, new law on public access to the information, third, introduction of 

electronic governance: access to databases, property rights etc. The last one 

is not a policy rather an instrument but a very important one, believes 

speaker. Mr. Sushko also stressed the importance of implementing reforms 

of different sectors simultaneously as many issues are interconnected. “The 

most important challenge is to transform the energy of the civil society into 

good governance and to push for reforms” – convinced the expert.  

Ihor Koliushko, Chairman of the Center for Political and Legal Reform and 

Ukrainian Think Tanks Liaison Office in Brussels, assessed the conditions 

under which the reforms are taking place and highlighted the main objectives 

of the new Ukrainian government for the nearest future. Nowadays, there 

are two extreme point of views, when it comes to the situation in Eastern 

Ukraine: on the one hand, the "Kremlin Führer" states that it is an internal 

conflict, civil war, on the other - there are people in Ukraine who are 

convinced that there are no real problems in the East of Ukraine and 

everything that happened is an external aggression. The truth is somewhere 

in between, convinced Mr. Koliushko. 

The foundation for a change in Ukraine, according to Mr. Koliushko, are: 

judicial reform, reform of public administration and fight against corruption. 

Public administration reform should lay new standards, because in the old 

post-Soviet system, directed from the above, local administrations do not 

generate new ideas or organize regular public consultations. Without these it 

is impossible to reform and to win the trust of citizens. 

Charlotte Sammelin, Member of the Support Group for Ukraine, European 

Commission acknowledged the importance of the expert knowledge from 

Ukraine and assured that the Support Group would be working with 

Ukrainians experts from different fields.  She welcomed the successful 

elections, consolidation of political parties and the presence of the reform 

minded people in power. She summarized the challenges that lie ahead: weak 

administrative capacity, situation in Eastern Ukraine, humanitarian crisis, 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/Putin?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Ukraine?src=hash


12/16/2014 

 

Page 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“In order to survive, you need to do 
everything (reform) together” – Boris 

Najman  
 

 

 
                                                                    

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

recession, judicial, civil sector reforms and reform of energy sector. EU is 

trying to work with the Ukrainian government and the Parliament in order to 

help Ukraine to tackle these problems. The advice Ms. Sammelin gave to the 

Ukrainian decision-makers was adoption of one single reform strategy 

instead of many. This is important step for donors, in order to gain credibility 

and for the Ukrainian people. “Ukraine is a capable country with modern 

thinking and a lot of young people who would like to contribute to the 

reforms”, believes Ms. Sammelin. 

Boris Najman, Associate Professor, University of Paris XII talked about 

important questions for the Ukrainian economy. First of all, from the point of 

view of an economist, legal structure is very important: one cannot make 

successful business where the legal preconditions for the business contracts 

are absent. Second, the biggest threat is not to reform the energy sector. 

Third, the future of Ukrainian economy are small and medium-size businesses 

that is why it is important to make the life easier for them. Fourth, the reform 

of tax system should stimulate business to pay taxes in order to guarantee 

good pensions, education and healthcare. This is not so difficult and 

expensive to implement because there is a civil society willing to provide good 

services. “You need to do everything together, if you want to survive” – added 

Mr. Najman.  

 
 
 

 


