
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Opening session                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Ukraine is committed to work in unison with 

the EU. We will not disappoint you" - 

Kostiantyn Yelisieiev 

 

The conference in Brussels was held within the framework of the Office’s 

project, which aims to strengthen the presence of the topic of Ukraine in the 

information space of the EU member states, enabling Ukrainian and 

European experts, EU officials and representatives of Ukrainian authorities 

to give an expert opinion about the processes taking place in Ukraine. In 

December 2014, the Office focused on Western European capitals - Paris, 

Berlin and Brussels. The next step is Eastern and Southern Europe. 

Report 

Reforms are inevitable: Ukrainian government has all the prerequisites for 
success 
 
On the 16th December 2014, Ukrainian Think Tanks Liaison Office in Brussels 
in cooperation with the Democracy Reporting International and Taras 
Shevchenko National University of Kyiv, supported by the U.S. Mission to the 
EU, the European Endowment for Democracy, the International 
"Renaissance" Foundation, the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
organized a conference "From Revolution to Reform: key priorities and next 
steps for Ukraine."  
 
The conference took place on the second day after the first meeting of the 
Association Council between the European Union and Ukraine within the 
framework of the Association Agreement. Ambassador Kostiantyn 
Yelisieiev, Head of the Mission of Ukraine to the EU, Christopher Fitzgerald, 
Minister Counsellor for Public Affairs, the U.S. Mission to the European Union, 
Peter Balas, Head of the Support Group for Ukraine, European Commission, 
Jerzy Pomianowski, Executive Director, European Endowment for 
Democracy, and Michael Meyer-Resende, Executive Director of Democracy 
Reporting International were invited for the opening remarks.  
 
Jerzy Pomianowski stressed the need to involve civil society in the 
preparation and implementation of reforms in Ukraine and said that the 
European Foundation for Democracy has long been working in this direction 
and will continue to contribute to the development and strengthening of civil 
society. 
 
Kostiantyn Yelisieiev told the participants about the most recent 
developments in EU-Ukraine relations. He stressed that the main theme of 
the high –level meetings are reforms in Ukraine. Ukrainian government, 
despite internal and external obstacles, must show progress. Ambassador 
Yelisieiev believes that Ukraine has all the prerequisites and a huge potential 
to succeed. 
 
Peter Balas said that a major problem in Ukraine is the lack of the rule of law. 

Unfortunately, Ukraine failed to reform after independence, but this time 

Conference "From Revolution to Reforms: Top Priorities and Next Steps for 
Ukraine.", 16 December 2014, Brussels 
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"If Ukraine misses this opportunity it will not 

have another one in the nearest future" - 

Peter Balas 

 

 

"Ukrainian people and civil society hold the 

key to the future" - Christopher Fitzgerald  

 

 

 
First panel 

 

“Parliament, President and the government 

showed their unity; they are supported by 

the civil society and have received mandate 

of trust from the Ukrainian people. We 

cannot waste it” – Natalia Agafonova 

 

 

We need to strengthen further the unity of 

the Ukrainian people and the Ukrainian 

government in order to resist the external 

enemy and push for reforms" - Ihor 

Koliushko  

 

everything is in place to implement reforms: the democratically elected 

President, Parliament and the pro-reformist government. Ukraine needs, first 

of all, judicial and administrative reforms, concluded Mr. Balas. The EU is 

ready to support Ukraine.  

Christopher Fitzgerald stressed that Ukraine is one of the main topics on the 

agenda of the United States. USA will continue to support Ukraine, will help 

improve its security, economy, rule of law and will promote reforms in the 

country. USA are also working with international partners to ensure 

macroeconomic support for Ukraine. 

The first panel dealt with the question of political reforms: state of play, 

main challenges and next steps. 

Natalia Agafonova, member of the Verkhovna Rada, drew attention to the 
important steps that symbolized the readiness of the new government to 
reform the country: the formation of pro-European majority, quick 
appointment to senior positions in the Parliament and government, adoption 
of a coalition agreement based on compromise and participation of civil 
society in the creation of this important document.  
 
Ihor Koliushko, Head of the Center for Political and Legal Reform and 
Ukrainian Think Tanks Liaison Office in Brussels, listed the important reforms 
for the near future: the reform of the Government and civil service, reform 
of local administration, justice and constitutional reforms. He drew attention 
to the decentralization reform, noting that there are a lot of already drafted 
laws, one has to start implementing them. The experts foresees a very 
challenging times for Ukraine, but Ukrainian people are willing to suffer if 
they see "light at the end of the tunnel", in the form of democratic 
development and the achievement of justice. Mr. Koliushko added that the 
government should listen to the opinion of the society and involve it in 
important processes. 
 
Taras Shevchenko, Member of the Board, Reanimation Package of Reforms, 
and Director of Media Law Institute emphasized the need for a rapid response 
of the new government and the adoption of important reforms, because the 
window of opportunity may close in four to six month. He drew attention to 
the role of civil society. The civil society must be involved in the development 
of legislative acts and control of Ukrainian authorities. Expert warns donors 
from giving money to the Ukrainian authorities, if the latter will not have a 
clear national strategy and strict terms for its implementation. Major 
challenges on the path of reforms: corruption (especially in the energy sector) 
and oligarchs.  
 
Oleksandr Sushko, Scientific Director, Institute for Euro-Atlantic 
Cooperation, believes that today in Ukraine there are many different 
initiatives of the civil society, and the challenge is how to choose the most 
productive among them. Ukraine after Orange Revolution and Ukraine after 
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“The challenge is to isolate insincere 

politicians and support those who are ready 

to change the system”- Oleksandr Sushko 

 
 
 

 
Second panel 

 
 
 

“Reforms in Ukraine are possible, if there is 
an internal (from civil society) and an 
external (from the democratic world) 

pressure” – Olena Prystayko 
 
 
 

Euromaidan are two different countries, because now there is a clear vision 
and a plan of action. This means that Ukrainian people learned important 
lessons. Unfortunately, there was no revolutionary changes within the 
political elite. Many politicians adapt to new realities to survive, not to 
reform. “The challenge is to isolate insincere politicians and support those 
who are ready to change the system” – thinks expert.  
 
The second panel tackled decentralisation and involvement of youth in 

reform process.  

Mykola Gnatovsky, associate professor of the Institute of International 
Relations, Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv stressed the 
importance of involving experts and universities in reforms. He is convinced 
of the need for decentralization in order to improve inefficient public service 
and increase the chances of success of any other future reform. 
 
Vadim Miskyi, Expert, Reanimation Package of Reforms, Center UA, 

supported the position of his colleague and emphasized the need to 

decentralise the country. He noted that: first reform of local governance and 

administrative systems should be performed before the local elections in 

October 2015; secondly, the overall system of local elections should be 

changed; third, citizens should be taught how to use a new electoral law; 

fourth, the civil society should monitor local authorities. 

Yuriy Hanushchak, Expert, Reanimation Package of Reforms, stressed that it 

is important to remember that federalization that Putin wants has nothing to 

do with the European style federalization. The expert provided a detailed 

analysis of the administrative system of Ukraine: in Ukraine there are 11 000 

administrative units, which according to the law on local self-government 

have the same powers. However, most are unable to perform their duties. In 

the villages of 5000 inhabitants, the majority of funds from the budget goes 

to salaries for civil servants and not to perform their duties as a local 

government. Such settlements in Ukraine add to 95%. We cannot avoid the 

reform of the self-government. “Administrative reform and reform of local 

government should be conducted immediately”, added Mr. Hanushchak. 

In her closing remarks Olena Prystayko, Executive Director, Ukrainian Think 

Tanks Liaison Office in Brussels, said that the reforms in Ukraine are possible, 

if there is an internal (from civil society) and an external (from the democratic 

world) pressure. Ukraine should implement reforms despite the war. 

However, in order to survive, the country needs intensive support of the 

entire civilized world. 

 
 

 


